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Please consider holding a collection for the work of FoR 
during your Peace Sunday service or over refreshments 
afterwards. More info on our work on pages 4 & 16.  

 

More copies, including large print, posters or 
Gift Aid envelopes: for.org.uk/peacesunday
 01865 250781 or emma@for.org.uk 
 
Compiled by the Fellowship of Reconciliation in 2016, with thanks to 
the contributors. The views expressed in this resource are those of the 
individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation. FoR is part of the International Fellowship 
of Reconciliation, with 68 branches across the world. 

This resource gives ideas for promoting peace issues in your 
church through sermons, talks, group Bible study or campaigns.  
 
Many Christians feel that justice is the most important lens 
through which to read the Bible. We champion active nonviolence 
and would encourage people to join FoR as a way of exploring a 
faith rooted in peace and justice, and to see that you are not 
alone in your conviction. 
 
Use these prayers and sermon notes as you wish, to help people 
better discern how to be the peacemakers Christ calls us to be. 
Feel free to adjust the “Activities for groups of young people” to 
suit your particular group. 
 
We hope that, by specifying a particular day (Sunday closest to 
21st September, the United Nations day of peace), people will feel 
connected to others celebrating on the same day.   
 
We can supply speakers and preachers, and we’d love to know 
how you used/are hoping to use the resource! Use #PeaceSunday 
and @forpeacemaker,  phone or email us.  
 
The text in this booklet is copyright free, but please be sure to say 
where it’s from when you re-use its contents. 

http://www.for.org.uk/peacesunday/
mailto:emma@for.org.uk?subject=Peace%20Sunday
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International Peacemakers’ Fund  
 
It takes courage and support to build peace. The effects of conflict are 
devastating and even after violence has ended, there’s a high chance it 
will restart within a decade unless the underlying causes are addressed. 
 
While military power is presented as the only way to maintain security, 
governments continue to pump billions of pounds into arms and the 
military. This attitude merely serves to fuel endless cycles of violence 
and makes it harder to establish conditions to build peaceful societies. 
 
There is an alternative: grassroots nonviolent action, reconciliation and 
mediation creates lasting, sustainable peace. When nonviolent 
peacework is given a chance, we can transform our global society, 
relieve human suffering and make our communities more secure. 

FoR’s International Peacemakers’ Fund (IPF) seeks to empower, 
transform and equip communities in war-torn areas to respond 
nonviolently to injustice and conflict and to rebuild their communities. 
IPF projects teach people to recognise and confront violence in their 
communities, their own lives and in the wider world. Working amidst 
political and social upheaval, with extremely limited financial resources, 
even a small grant from IPF can be all that’s needed to make change. 
 
The projects are set up and run by local people who understand the 
situation and dare to recognise their own potential to end conflict. 
Whether it’s a forum to bridge religious differences, making videos 
which help neighbouring communities to understand each other, or 
translating peacemaking manuals into local dialects, receiving a grant 
from IPF helps these groups make real change.  
 
IPF has just turned 10 years old! We’d love to tell you about some of the 
work we’ve funded, and invite you to hold a collection to keep it going.  
IPF partners are small groups, so your donations make a huge difference.  
 

Projects supported by the fund  
 
In South Sudan the population had endured decades of civil war, with 
over two million people killed and more than four million displaced.  
IPF worked with local group PHARP (Peace-building, Healing, and 
Reconciliation Programme) to provide materials on peace, reconciliation 
and healing to these devastated communities in the Warrap Province. 
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Zimbabwe has suffered a spiral of politically-motivated violence, hyper- 
inflation and high unemployment. Conditions were ripe for further 
violence. IPF supported a local Women Peacemaker Programme and the 
Nonviolent Youth Education Project. They ran nonviolence workshops 
amongst the worst-affected communities, helping them regain control 
of their lives and process their experience without resorting to violence. 
They built a network of Youth Peace Clubs, attractiing 3,800 members. 
 
In Columbia, guerrillas and paramilitaries fought a right-wing regime 
accused of benefitting the rich and exploiting the poor. Amidst a human 
rights crisis, IPF supported the Peace Community of San Jose de 
Apartado, who took an extraordinary stand against violence. Over 2,000 
people refused to cooperate with any armed group, despite the killing of 
some 170 of its members, and government threats of military 
occupation. 
 
The people of Northern Uganda have been terrorised by the Lord’s 
Resistance Army since 1986, with thousands killed or displaced. If left 
unresolved, the traumatic experiences can trigger further violence. IPF 
supported trauma healing and training in nonviolence. Trainees then 
teach their peers, ensuring maximum impact on the conflict. 
 
 

“You have ignited a spark in me,  
instilled a skill in me and I am charged  

and ready to act in a nonviolent way.  
I want to lead by example.” 

 
Felix Kimathi said this after attending a training course in Kenya which 
explored how nonviolence can be used to bring about social change, in 
response to post-election violence. IPF funded the course and an initial 
survey of 15 local universities to ensure the training was effective. 
 
North Ossetia is on the border between Russia and Georgia. Since the 
collapse of the Soviet Union, changes to the population through 
migration has been a source of conflict. IPF supported the creation of a 
special documentary, which filmed people sharing their experiences of 
living in a conflict zone. The film used local voices to bring peace to 
neighbouring communities through understanding. 
Just £135 bought the camera to film people sharing their stories. 
  
More stories about projects IPF has supported at for.org.uk/ipf 

http://www.for.org.uk/act/ipf/
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Sermon notes: Jeremiah 8:18-9:1  
 
This difficult lament describes people who are feeling disillusioned and 
distressed, turning everywhere for some way of getting God to save 
them. They search for connection and they find themselves wanting, and 
lost. Is the Lord no longer in Zion?  
 
It’s easy to laugh at the idea of these ancient people scurrying around 
trying to find an image or an idol to help them, but here we also find 
ourselves. As peacemakers we too struggle with idolatry. There must be 
an app, a twitter hashtag, a letter writing campaign, an online petition, 
an easier, gentler way of making peace; one which doesn’t require us to 
search the depths of disconnection within ourselves and root out the 
seeds of war.  
 
Our politicians scatter and search too, trying to find an easier and 
politically attractive way of making peace. Maybe a short-term military 
negotiation that might not bring justice but at least a bit of quiet for a 
while, or perhaps a ‘surgical’ drone strike. We have our idolatry now too, 
and it’s no less attractive than it was for the peoples described in our 
holy stories.  
 
The work of finding connection between those with political and 
economic power, and those with none, is no easy task, It is work which 
flows from the Holy Spirit and is sustained through networks of 
solidarity.  
 
The desperation of Jeremiah comes through in 9:1, ‘Oh, that my head 
were a spring of water and my eyes a fountain of tears! I would weep 
day and night for the slain of my people’. Activists have a word to 
describe the exhaustion and fury in seeing a world so full of violence in 
desperate contrast to a gospel of peace. We call it burn-out.  
 
Both burn-out and disconnection have one thing in common: they both 
find healing in community. In community we learn how to search for the 
God in each other, we find connection, and we find lasting peace. 
 
 
 
 
 
Siobhán Grimes is a climate and peace activist.  
She worships at St Columba’s United Reformed Church in Oxford. 
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Psalm 79:1-9 
 
The psalmist erupts with pain and anguish at the sight of Jerusalem and 
the Temple in ruins and the carnage left unburied.  It is the first and 
best response to extreme violence – the rising of the voice in 
lamentation, a bellowing of disconsolation and horror, a shaking of the 
fist skyward towards God.  It is the first response because it is the 
normal response.  It is the best response because communal 
lamentation opens a dialogue with the Holy in the midst of despair and 
rage.1  Once God is in the picture, lamentation becomes confession and 
ultimately a cry for help. 
 
We live in a violent world.  The danger is getting stuck in the rage of 
first response which leads to revenge and perpetuates the cycle of 
violence.  Our only hope is to move from the disorientation of fear, 
dislocation and anger to the reorientation that takes responsibility for 
choices and actions and relies on the grace of God.   It is a movement 
exhibited often in the psalms.  We express our deepest, truest emotions 
towards God and we are led into deeper reflection and reliance on God.  
It is through such reflection, with prayerful openness, that many have 
been led to understand that the only way to stop the cycle of violence is 
the courageous practice of nonviolence. 
 
The Bible is littered with dead bodies, oppressed peoples and unjust 
suffering.  So too is our world.  The first and best response is to raise the 
cry of loud lamentation and protest.  The second and necessary step is 
to let the spent soul and battered body rest in the embrace of God, that 
Her Love may renew and redirect our energies to the work of 
reconciliation.  
 
 
 
 
 
Carla A. Grosch-Miller is a practical theologian, educator, 
and author of Psalms redux: poems and prayers 
(Canterbury Press, 2014). 
 
 
 
 
1.  J. David Pleins, The Psalms: Songs of Tragedy, Justice, and 
Hope (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1993), 38-39.
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Amos 8:4-7   The Lord hears the cry of the poor  
 
Amos dates from the first half of the eighth century BCE. He is more or 
less a contemporary of Isaiah of Jerusalem, the author of the first 39 
chapters of Isaiah.  
 
In chapter 7 of Amos we read that God has set a plumb line and found 
Israel wanting. 'I will never again pass them by', God says (7:8). Chapter 
8 begins in verse 1 with a pun - a play on words: the Hebrew for 
'summer fruit' is qayits and the Hebrew for 'the end' is qets. The fruit is 
ripe and has a limited shelf life! Once again God says, 'I will never again 
pass them by': God will no longer turn a blind eye. 
 
Turning to our text, in verses 4-6, God's judgement is against those who 
victimise the poor through corrupt business; who can't wait for the end 
of the Sabbath and the 'holydays' so that they can return to their 
exploitation; who overcharge and give poor measure; who practise 
slavery and debt bondage; and who sell rubbish to make a quick buck! 
 
In verse 7, God vows never to forget. God, the pride of Jacob and of 
Israel, condemns the sinful pride and arrogance of Israel.  
 
Scripture is replete with statements about God's attitude towards the 
poor and needy. In Psalm 34, God hears the cry of the poor and is near 
the broken-hearted. God saves the crushed in Spirit. Micah, a younger 
contemporary of Amos, makes it plain: 'You know what you should do; 
God requires justice, kindness, and humility'. (Micah 6:8 - my paraphrase) 
 
Whether we look to history or to our own time, it isn't difficult to find 
examples of exploitation of the kind detailed in our text—whether by 
individuals, big business, or governments.  
 
God, we read, opposes the proud (Proverbs 3:34, quoted in James 4:6 and 
1 Peter 5:5) and so should we oppose injustice and exploitation, both as 
Followers of the Way of Jesus and as representatives of the Kingdom of 
God. 
 
 
 
 
David Townsend runs an open house for retreat, rest, and relaxation in rural 
Dumfries and Galloway. He is especially passionate about the pastoral care 
of God's Queerly Beloved. 
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Psalm 113 

Names have great power. When, as children, our parents or teachers 
need our help, they call our names.  As we recall those in need of our 
prayers, saying a name brings the person to mind.  The names of those 
who have died are read out during remembrance vigils, and listed on 
memorials. 
 
In the Psalm today [Psalm 113], we are told to praise the most powerful 
name of all: that of the Lord. His is the greatest name, not just because 
of “his glory above the heavens” (v.4) but because of what he does. He 
raises the poor from the dust, the needy from the ash heap (v.7) and sits 
them with princes (v.8). “Who is like the Lord, our God?” the Psalmist 
asks (v.5). “Who?” indeed. 
 
Today is Peace Sunday. On this day, we remember those killed by force 
of arms. The charity Oxfam says these number 300,000 people per year - 
around one person every minute. Their names are not usually known to 
us. Often they are the poor and the dispossessed, killed at the hands of 
the powerful, by people who have no interest in knowing or sharing the 
names of the people they kill. They die by reason of human foolishness: 
the lust for power, for money, for land - the corruption and failures of 
princes and governments.  
 
On this Peace Sunday we remember all those caught up in war and 
conflict, and those fleeing the troubled areas of the world. We remember 
our complicity in these things, and our ability to act to bring them to an 
end. FoR’s International Peacemakers’ Fund (IPF) supports small groups 
overseas in areas affected by violence, through training in nonviolent 
conflict transformation, help to rebuild their communities after conflict, 
and in creating the environment where peace can thrive. I’d urge you to 
support this vital work by making a donation to IPF at the end of the 
service. The groups which apply to the fund are so small, so strapped for 
cash that even the small grant from FoR—and the smallest donation 
from you—can make a massive difference.  
 
And we remember that those who die by force of arms are each one 
known to God, and he will call them by name from the dust and ashes of 
war to sit at his table. Amen.  
 
 
Kirsten Bayes is an Anglican and one of the organisers for Stop the Arms 
Fair, which campaigns against arms events in London and elsewhere. 
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1 Timothy 2:1-7    A Call to Prayer & Peacemaking 
 

Today, as war and violence create waves of displaced peoples, even politicians 
feel powerless. The very idea of peace seems to mock with hollow laughter. 
Two opening thoughts. One, ‘Jesus came proclaiming peace’ (Eph 2:17). ‘Peace’ 
(the Hebrew concept shalom) is the entire Christian message. Our good news, 
gospel, Jesus’ message of the kingdom of God. Two, notice the repetition of 
‘everyone’. All are included in this prayer for peace, the gift of shalom. 
 
The Prayer (looking at vv1-2): 
Prayer centers us; our heart can be molded into a peacemaker. It deals with our 
deep inner attitudes to develop ‘godliness and dignity’. Prayer opens hearts - 
however cold they may seem–to the wellbeing of society. Prayer can be an 
anguished heart-cry amid the terrors of evil, yet simultaneously a cry for peace. 
 
The Peace (looking at v4): 
The concept of peace is profound. Here it is ‘salvation’ in the most complete 
sense. A key Hebrew word for ‘salvation’ is yasha (from which Jesus -Yeshua - is 
named), to bring people into a ‘wide open space’, ‘somewhere you are free’. This 
peace is God’s free and universal gift, touching every facet of society. Shalom 
requires all physical needs to be met, justice in relationships and integrity in 
characters. ‘Knowing this truth’ is vital. Realising it is our work as peacemakers. 
 

The Peacemaker (looking at vv 5-7): 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called children of God” (Mt 5:9).  
Jesus being the child of God, is the perfect peacemaker, and the author knows it. 
Notice six key peacemaking words in the passage: 
 
 Mediator: one who stands between opposing groups, intervening for peace 
 Ransom: the price to put things right and enable peace; peacemaking always 

has a price: very hard work, and on occasions it might even cost you your life. 
 Herald: one who proclaims a message, ‘Jesus came proclaiming peace’; in a 

world of darkness and fear we make it loudly clear that there’s an alternative. 
 Witness: one who claims to have irrefutable evidence that something is true. 

Our lives, not just our words should make it clear that peace is possible. 
 Envoy: not just a messenger, but represents the one who sends the message; 

we are envoys of the God of peace (see Heb 15:33; 1Th 5:23) 
 Teacher: the person who helps people understand the meaning of shalom 
 
This call is full of wisdom and challenge, to personally embrace it as an act of 
faith within our communities. We know it is God’s plan that the whole earth, and 
everything that lives within Her embrace, will experience the fullness of shalom. 
 
Noel Moules is an author and activist for peace, justice and ecology. He founded the 
Workshop Christian learning programme; a founder member of the Anabaptist 
Network UK; and Associate Tutor at Woodbrooke Quaker Study Center. 
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Luke 16:1-13    

This passage is not easy to get your head around. Even by the standards 
of Jesus’ parables about money, it’s a strange one. And yet it finishes 
with one of the most important and clear lines in the gospels: “you 
cannot serve God and wealth”.  
 
Some suggest that the manager is reducing the bills by cutting out his 
own commission, ensuring that, while he is losing out, the rich man 
receives what he expects. The biblical scholar Lloyd Pietersen offers 
another possibility: the manager may be scrapping the interest. This was 
a society caught between the teaching that Jews should not charge 
interest and the reality that they often did so in practice.  
 
The parable is followed by a string of comments about money and faith. 
Several of these appear in different contexts elsewhere in the gospels, 
suggesting that Luke has combined them here as they relate to similar 
themes. What we can’t tell is Jesus’ tone of voice. When he finishes the 
parable by telling people to make friends through dishonest wealth, I 
suspect he is being sarcastic about the way the world works.  
 
There is some important guidance here for living faithfully in a world 
where Jesus’ values are not upheld. We need to be faithful in “very little” 
if we want to be faithful in much. We cannot simply dismiss an ethical 
or spiritual concern because it does not seem to be world-changing.  
Jesus’ followers are called to live differently in the whole of life.  
 
Will we choose God or Mammon? The Kingdom of God or the kingdoms 
of this world? The active nonviolence that Jesus demonstrated or the 
idol of military power? Jesus’ teaching is at odds with the world’s weasly 
words about war and exploitation as “necessary evils”. Faith is about 
making choices - in big ways and small ways.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Symon Hill is a pacifist author, journalist and tutor.   
His latest book, The Upside-down Bible: what Jesus 
really said about money, sex and violence, is 
published by Darton, Longman and Todd. He became 
coordinator of the Peace Pledge Union in April 2016. 
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Prayers 
 

Loving God, 
 
Thank you for our marvellous world. 
Thank you for all living things that dwell on it, 
And those who have gone before. 
 
We are truly sorry for times we stray 
Into the path of violence and hatred. 
For times we fail to see long-term consequences, 
Forgive our apathy, our selfishness, our inaction. 
 
We are often quick to anger and slow to listen, 
Hearing what is simple and easy, 
Not what is helpful and true. 
Help us to hear kindly and respond with integrity. 
 
Lead us into righteous anger and active resistance, 
To speak out against injustice, 
Help us to love our neighbour, 
To see past race, age, gender, sexuality, faith or body shape. 
 
We hold up to you those working for peace, 
Who face violence with courage and love 
In places where it is dangerous to do so. 
 
Help us to be more like your son, Jesus Christ, 
Who took direct action in the temple; 
Who is friend of the poor and said, 
“Blessed are the peacemakers”. 
 
We pray this in your name, 
Amen  
 

(written by FoR for Peace Sunday 2015) 
 
Universal prayer for peace: 
 
Lead me from death to Life,  from falsehood to Truth. 
Lead me from despair to Hope, from fear to Trust. 
Lead me from hate to Love, from war to Peace. 
Let Peace fill our heart, our world, our universe. 
Peace, peace, peace.  



13 

 

Hymn suggestions: 
 

 Put peace into each other’s hands (Fred Kaan) 

 Heaven shall not wait (John Bell) 

 Peace, perfect peace is the gift of Christ our Lord 

 Jesus Christ is waiting (to the tune of Now the Green Blade Riseth) 

 Sing we a song of high revolt (tune: Oh Christmas Tree/The Red Flag) 

 

Trident hymn (to the tune of Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise): 
 
Illegal, immoral, God only knows why 
Our leaders are choosing to blow us sky high. 
It’s yesterday’s weapon for yesterday’s war. 
It’s time to stop trident, 
That’s wot we here for. 
 
Barbaric and evil, this bomb it must go,  
The Japanese people will tell you it’s so.  
Flattening houses and burning through flesh,  
A nuclear “deterrent”     
Brings global distress.     
 
Still loving and hoping, we’ll stand firm in faith, 
God’s message is justice and fullness of life. 
He flings his arms open for all on the tree, 
Revealing forever 
That peace is decreed. 
 
 
Revised by students from Westcott House Theological College, Cambridge 
during their journey to Faslane nuclear base on 8th March 2007.  
 
Original words: Walter Chalmers Smith.  Tune “St Denio”, trad. Welsh 
 
 
 
For further prayer & worship resources, visit for.org.uk/resources

http://www.for.org.uk/resources/
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Activities for groups of young people 
 
Sunday School: peaceful animals 
 
1. Which animal shares the most? 
2. Which animal thinks of others the most? 
3. Which is the most selfish animal? 
4. Which animals are the most peaceful?  
5. Does God like peace? 
 
Ask the children to make a picture of what they think peace looks like.  
Try not to use plastic or polystyrene—environmental action is a form of 
peace and it’s a good way to introduce ideas about responsibility to our 
neighbours. How might others feel if we fill the ocean with plastic? 
 
All-age: The Two Mules: Cooperation is better than conflict 
 
You will need: 2 equal-sized children, 2 buckets/sandwiches and a scarf 
 
There were two donkeys in a field, joined together by a piece of rope.   
Tie an end of the scarf to one hand on each child.  
 
It was lunch time, so the farmer put out two buckets of food, but 
accidentally put them further apart than the rope was long.   
Put out 2 buckets/sandwiches, at either end of the stage  
 
The hungry donkeys, equally strong, strained at the ropes to get to their 
own food. Neither could, so they got hungrier and hungrier, blaming the 
other for their rumbling tummies.   
The children  try to get to their own bucket but fail.  
  
Well, they were getting nowhere, so they sat down for a think.   
 
Question: What could they do so they'd both get to eat at the same time? 
 
They realised that the rope wasn’t tied to a post—the donkeys were just 
tied to each other. They could go wherever they wanted, even towards 
the food, so long as they went together.  
Any ideas now how what they could do? 
 
Calmly, they walked over to one bucket, ate half each, then walked to 
the other bucket, ate half each and remained firm friends. 
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Children’s moment: using our imagination 
 
If we want to play but didn’t bring any toys, what do we use? Our 
imagination! It’s similar to talking to our friends and enemies. If 
governments upset each other, sometimes they want to use weapons to 
try to sort it out instead of talking. People get hurt by weapons, and 
sadly it’s usually innocent bystanders who end up getting hurt. 
 
Weapons make us less patient and imaginative at problem-solving. With 
the option of war to fall back on, countries don’t try hard enough to 
resolve things by talking and being kind. If we don’t have weapons, we 
use our imagination to solve problems. People are creative without 
weapons, but can be violent and war-prone if they have them. 
 
Youth groups: threats and violence 
 
1. Is it easier to think about short- or long-term consequences?  
2. What do we mean by “violence”?   
3. What do we mean by “nonviolence”?  

Some people call it “active nonviolence”; not just someone who isn’t 
violent, but someone who actively tries to make peace through peaceful 
means. They see peace not just as the end, but also the means to the end. 
Martin Luther King Jr was a big advocate of active nonviolence, like civil 
disobedience, awareness-raising and peaceful protest.  

4. Are we healthier spending billions on buying weapons or hospitals? 
5. Is a threat of physical violence, an act of violence itself? 
 
Scenario: Your sister threatens to hit you if you play her trumpet. You 
feel scared and probably pretty angry. But you know she would never 
really hit you because she’s not that type of person. If you know she 
won’t do it, does her threat put you off, or just make her look unkind and 
a bit ridiculous?  Does it make you want to threaten her back?   
 
Introducing nuclear weapons: the UK has thousands of nuclear missiles, 
and thinks they’re a good “deterrent”. Nuclear weapons are designed to 
kill thousands of civilians, instantly. They’re not to kill soldiers or even 
governments—they are so awful, that they’re used as a threat. Do you 
think our government would ever actually use them? Can you imagine 
the UK deciding to kill hundreds of thousands of innocent civilians? 
  
Can a threat act as a deterrent if the person being threatened knows 
they will never see it through, as the consequences would be too awful? 
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Campaign ideas 

 
We’re very proud of our International Peacemakers’ Fund as you can 
probably tell. But we think it’s absurd that we have to fundraise for this 
work—our government should support it. Instead, it spends £46billion 
every year on war and its preparation: subsidising the arms trade or 
buying weapons. High military spending makes us less safe, not more.   
 
The UK’s overseas aid budget is tiny considering the wreckage its 
military causes our global neighbours through war, and how little is 
spent clearing the mess and preventing further violence. Were military 
budgets redirected to IPF, or generally international cooperation & 
development, the NHS, education, climate action and housing, real 
security would increase instead of the idea of military security we’re fed. 
 
This year, our government plans to renew Trident, its  nuclear weapons, 
breaching the non-proliferation treaty signed in 1968. As Christians we 
deplore all weapons, especially those designed for indiscriminate killing 
of civilians. They’re the very pits of human imagination and the Red 
Cross says there’s no way to provide relief after a nuclear attack.  
 
Trident will cost £205billion over its lifetime—enough to pay for every 
A&E trip for the next 80 years or fund millions of IPF projects. It’s no 
use against the biggest security threat: climate change. The UK spends 
25x more researching weapons than green energy, and 5x more on 
weapons of mass destruction alone. Trident can’t overcome terrorism—
where could you aim missiles which kill hundreds of thousands?  
  
Trident is not a deterrent and we must work hard to cancel its renewal 
and to campaign against high military spending, which takes money 
from work which, if properly funded, could achieve sustainable security. 
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We asked people how 
they’d spend £46billion 
to increase security.  
1024 people took part. 
Here’s how they voted: 
 
— 
The military allocation 
was just 5% of its current 
budget, meaning people 
think the UK spends 20 
times too much on war.  
 

What can you do? 
 
Write to your MP. Tell them Trident is wrong on moral, legal, economic, 
humanitarian and security grounds. Visit for.org.uk/act for a template. 
You could write a letter from your church, maybe even an open letter to 
Michael Fallon, the Defence Secretary, and send it to your local press.  
 

Display our drones quilt in solidarity with the thousands of civilians, 
including many children, killed in drone strikes and regarded by 
governments as “collateral damage”. Visit for.org.uk/drones 
 

Join FoR to get news and take part in our campaigns: for.org.uk/join-us 
 

Hold  a collection for our International Peacemakers’ Fund (more info on 
pages 4-5 and at for.org.uk/ipf). Support overseas peacemakers. The 
groups are so small that whatever you can give makes a difference. 
 
Make a donation to FoR.  Our work relies on the generous contributions 
we receive from members and supporters. All donations gratefully 
received. Please visit for.org.uk/donate where you’ll also find standing 
order forms; regular donations of any size help us to plan for the future. 
 

On this day (20th September):  

 
 1809:  the Royal Opera House in London opened 
 1889: Hull House opens in Chicago. Set up by FoR member and Nobel 

Peace Prize-winner Jane Addams, it was a community house (or 
“settlement house”) designed to break down class barriers, share skills 
and improve quality of life for everyone who lived there.   

 

Most of the other dates are wars. Maybe we need to talk about peace… 

   Survey by groups marking 
the Global Day of Action on 
Military Spending. More at 
demilitarize.org.uk/vote2016 

http://www.for.org.uk/act/
http://www.for.org.uk/act/drones/
http://www.for.org.uk/join-us/
http://www.for.org.uk/act/ipf/
http://www.for.org.uk/donate/
http://www.historyorb.com/events/date/1187
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Speaking about FoR in church: Quakers + others 
 
We work very closely with Quaker organisations, but realise that sermon 
notes are not very helpful to those planning Quaker worship. Instead, we 
suggest giving a short talk/presentation after Meeting for Worship or during 
notices and invite you to hold a collection for our campaign work or our 
International Peacemakers’ Fund. We have leaflets for those who would like 
to display them. Here is an outline talk—please free to adapt: 
 
FoR is an ecumenical peace charity which champions disarmament.  
Together with our members, we address the roots of violence by 
seeking an end to injustice, whether social, political, environmental or 
economic.   We work with people and groups of all faiths and none. 
 
FoR’s current campaigns focus is scrapping Trident. We feel that nuclear 
weapons cannot bring peace, and instead harbour a world built on 
threat, violence and mistrust. We believe that security would increase 
more with £167bn spent on the NHS, green energy, housing and 
education, than on weapons which will never—must never—be used. 
 
Friends will be aware of the concerning levels of militarism creeping 
into society. FoR members are active in challenging this, whether by 
questioning the presence of the armed forces in everyday life or by 
resisting the use of church venues who host arms dealers. FoR equips 
and resources its members to take action in their faith communities and 
beyond. We have an annual conference, where members explore Christ’s 
call to be peacemakers and learn practical ways to put this into action. 
 
FoR has a special ongoing project, the International Peacemakers Fund.  
Our IPF supports nonviolent grassroots groups overseas to rebuild their 
communities, devastated by armed conflict. Projects FoR has supported 
include summer schools, women’s leadership courses and a nonviolence 
handbook for young people. Almost all of the money for the fund comes 
from donations by FoR members and supporters. (More on IPF on pp4-5) 
 
FoR is a membership organisation and the easiest way to get involved is 
to join. Members receive resources, come to events, take part in 
campaigns and meet other people working peacefully for change. 
 
 
 
For more information, visit for.org.uk or call Emma on 01865 250781.   
FoR is based in Oxford and they love having visitors! 

http://www.for.org.uk/
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Paying in donations 
 
We hope that you have found this resource helpful and feel encouraged 
to get your church/group more involved in peace, whether on a local 
level or by supporting grassroots peacemakers overseas.  
 
To donate to our International Peacemakers’ Fund or the continuing 
work of FoR, you can use the form below or if you’d rather leave this 
booklet intact, you can submit the form online at for.org.uk/donate 
 
If you’re a UK tax-payer, Gift Aid means we get an extra 25p for every £1 
you donate. Cheques are payable to “Fellowship of Reconciliation”, 
including those for our International Peacemakers’ Fund. Thank you. 
 
Name: 
 
Name of church/group: 
 
Email: 
 
Address: 
 
 
Postcode:      Phone: 
 
Amount: £      Date: 
 
 
Signature: 
 

 
My/our donation is for FoR’s International Peacemakers’ Fund 
My/our donation is for FoR’s work in the UK 
Please split it thus:________________________________ 
 

                  
          I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay 
less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid 
claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay 
any difference. FoR is registered charity number 207822. 

 
I would like to become a member of FoR 
I’d like to set up a regular donation—please email/post me a form 

http://www.for.org.uk/donate/


FoR is an ecumenical peace charity. We’re committed to 
working nonviolently towards disarmament and 
addressing all forms of injustice, the root of violence.   
 
Become a member by visiting for.org.uk/join-us 
  
We support grassroots peacemakers in areas affected by 
conflict through our International Peacemakers’ Fund.  
Find out more at for.org.uk/ipf 

 01865 250781 
 office@for.org.uk 

 
Peace House 

19 Paradise Street 
Oxford 

OX1 1LD 
 

@forpeacemaker 
facebook.com/forepeace 

 

FoR.org.uk 
 

Charity no. 207822 

http://www.for.org.uk/join-us/
http://www.for.org.uk/act/ipf/
http://www.for.org.uk/

